Educated Catholic Christians

Gregg — Hi Greg, you seem like a good guy — I've wanted kddalou about
something. How do you feel about God?

Greg— I'minto it. | believe in God — you know the whtieng.
Gregg — Cool | thought you might be into it - where do gGharch
Greg — OLSH, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart

Gregg — Oh — uh what is that ... Lutheran?

Greg - No — Catholic

Gregg — Okay..... We’'ll uh ... that's good | guess, but maybe wedalk about a couple
of things that are important to Christians

Greg — Sure!
Gregg — Well — you guys don'’t really follow Christianitddn’t think.
Greg — Yes we do — why do you say that?

Gregg — Well | don’t want to make you feel bad — but you havee saved to be
Christian and go to heaven. Are you saved?

Greg — If you mean saved - like have | accepted Jesus and-inote be the Way the
Truth and the Life — yes | am saved. But we beliegehanve to every day think and
follow and pray to Him. Being saved isn’'t a one time, gestit done thing. It is only the
beginning. The Bible tells us Jesus sends a helper téalg $pirit) but we show that
we are Christian by fulfilling our faith with fruitsYou know — Jesus is the vine and we
are the branches and He expects fruit — also remetimbdég tree that bears no fruit and
Jesus made an example of that?

Gregg — Oh — uh OK.. I think | remember that in the Biisell that’s cool.
We also believe you are saved by grace and you have toebis. I've heard
Catholics don't believe in grace — you guys believe in works

Greg — We believe in grace.
Gregg — Well, what is grace to you?

Greg — Grace is that undeserved free gift of eterraal M/e choose to accept that gift by
accepting Him. But doing the “Easy Button” thing withrStianity isn’t ok — Jesus tells
us not to be lukewarm. A lot of people don't read theeBibthey just memorize a few
verses. Gregg, please read James — if you don’t you dyeméssing an important part
of the Word. Also — Paul talks about deeds in Colossiafe follow God’s will, that



makes us smarter in following Him, that results in de&d#g) and this brings us closer
to God in relationship and in knowledge. Good deeds done thodls will are great
blessings from our Father — Abba.

Gregg — It sounds like you read the Bible — do you do thdtelime?
Greg — Yeah in Mass. I'm also starting to read it detsif Church.

Gregg — You talked about God’s will — I think you’ll find outcd df things you guys do
that are not God'’s will. As a matter of fact | thinkuil find out you are sinning and
your soul is in danger.

Greg — That’s weird. All our beliefs are first foundedti@ Bible.

Gregg — Well, yes you say that but Greg — you have to coydesssins, pray the
sinner’s prayer and be born again. The worship of Magyiis Worshipping statues of
saints is idolatry, works getting to heaven and not being &dgain — and that confession
thing Catholics do — that’s just really wild.

Greg — Oh — you mean born again like “reborn” that’eroffaid in Mass. And you're
right — worshipping Mary is wrong — only those people whonaistnformed do that — in
other words we don’t worship Mary. Same thing with saiM& do ask them to pray for
us — like all Christians should do — it is called intessen and as far as | know — all
Christian Churches believe this. And the statue thimgptiking more than reminders of
great believers. People use different things to remmenh of good — like crosses or
doves.

Now confession or reconciliation is in the Bible. at'ls a long discussion but we see
priests as extensions of the apostles and imitatorbmstG- not Christ but who were sent
out to forgive sins IN JESUS’ NAME — remember everythirghelieve is centered on
Christ.

Gregg — Don’t you worship Mary? — say prayers to her — andveedituff that isn't in the
Bible. Jesus had brothers — it says so — a bunch!!! Amddbumption thing — What’s
with that? — there is nothing about that in the Bible.

Greg — She is Jesus’ mother — the mother of the Chushk deserves to be honored —
and we do ask her to pray for us. It is too bad that mmst Catholic Churches just
ignore her except at Christmas. There is traditmuaiher virginity — not everything

that was considered known to everyone was written dowime early Bible. Remember
what John said at the end of John — about if all thgshiesus did were written down, all
the books in the world could not contain His actiornd lgfe on earth. It's kind of like us
not having to state things that are obvious in our everijiay

Joseph was gone when Jesus was 30. He might havendi@dha probably an older man
— he may have had sons from a wife that died and thelesther could mean what we
mean cousin.... Anyhow this really distracts from Chri&hything that takes our
attention off God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit is adofor us.



Gregg — Look Greg, | didn’'t understand your beliefs | guegsiow there are some
differences but really — we believe the same thing inseeSorry | thought so
differently.

Greg — One thing though Gregg — that is the Eucharist —-cthis is the real body and
blood of Jesus — you know supernatural stuff — it is very. cdow — please read John
6:66 — and see how many people ran from Him when theyeedate was talking about
His flesh and blood. In fact come to Mass with me dretk it out. | love the Eucharist.

And if you read those nasty cartoons, Catholics don't mprsookies. If we can believe
the first verse in the Bible — why should we find itchélnat Christ truly is in the host and
it really is His blood. Through God, all things are possible

Gregg — OK, OK. Tell you what, let’s get together motermfind talk about this stuff. |
like it.



